
Summer Agenda: AP Language & Composition 2019-2020 
 
*Assignments are to be completed to enhance the learning of new information and the 
practicing of important skills, necessary for success in the course.  
 
*All writing responses are to be made in first person or third person. Do not write in second 
person. (Example: Do not use pronouns such as you or yours, or use imperative sentences, 
where “you” is the assumed subject.) 
 
*Please, organize assignments in a three-ring binder with the following tab dividers:  

1. Reading Journal  
2. Practice APLAC Multiple-Choice Questions Test  
3. Practice APLAC Essays  
4. Socratic Seminar  
5. APLAC Handbook   

 

I.  The Language of Composition   
 
 A. Chapter 1 – “An Introduction to Rhetoric” 
  (1). Complete Activities – Page #’s 2, 4, 6, 10, 12, 17, 20, 22, 27, 29, 30 
                              *Note: Print Text Excerpts (Whenever Possible – Easier to Annotate)  

    
 
 B. Chapter 2 – “Close Reading”   
  (1). Complete Activities – Page #’s 41, 43, 47, 56, 63, 68, 69 
   *Note: Print Text Excerpts (Whenever Possible – Easier to Annotate) 
  (2). Answer Questions on pgs. 72-73 (Kennedy Essay) 
 
 
 C. Chapter 1 & Chapter 2 – Glossary of Terms – Practice  

  (1). Use Quizlet.com - https://quizlet.com/685290/ap-eng-lang-identifying-strategies-flash-cards/ 

   
 

 
II. Non-Fiction Literature  
 
  

A. The Color of Water by James McBride 
 

 Close Read/Annotate (Post-Its/Include Chapter & Page)  
 

 Write at least three one page responses in Reading Journal – Here are a few suggestions:   

1. REACTIONS: Take time to write down your reaction to certain parts of the text or the text as a whole. If you are 

intrigued by certain statements or attracted to characters or issues, write your response. 

2. MAKE CONNECTIONS: What does the reading make you think of? Does it remind you of anything or anyone? 

Make connections with other texts or concepts or historic events.   

3. ASK QUESTIONS: What perplexes you about a particular passage? Try beginning, "I wonder why..." or "I'm 

having trouble understanding how..." or "It perplexes me that..." or "I was surprised when..." 

4. AGREE/DISAGREE: On what points, or about what issues, do you agree or disagree? Explain. Support. Argue 

your point. (In a sense, carry on a dialogue with the author) 

https://quizlet.com/685290/ap-eng-lang-identifying-strategies-flash-cards/


5. QUOTES: Write down striking words, images, phrases, or details.  Speculate about them. Why did the author 

choose them? What do they add to the story? Why did you notice them? Divide your notebook page in half and copy 
words from the text onto the left side; write your responses on the right. 

6. POINT OF VIEW: How does the author's attitude shape the way the writer presents the material? 

 
III. Learning to Argue 
 

 Print the following articles:  
 

1. “Does IM Make You Dum” (Martha Brockenbrough) 
2. “Not from Where You’re Standing” (Isabel Gibson) 
3. “How to Teach a Child to Argue” (Jay Heinrichs) 
4. “Athenians vs. Visigoths Commencement Speech” (Neil Postman) 
5. “We’ll Go Forward from This Moment” (Leonard Pitts Jr.) 

 

 Close Read/Annotate (Identify & Analyze Rhetorical Strategies Authors Use in Their Arguments).  
 

 Write at least a one page response for each article – Here are a few suggestions:   

1. REACTIONS: Take time to write down your reaction to certain parts of the text or the text as a whole. If you're 

intrigued by certain statements or attracted to characters or issues, write your response. 

2. MAKE CONNECTIONS: What does the reading make you think of? Does it remind you of anything or anyone? 

Make connections with other texts or concepts or historic events.   

3. ASK QUESTIONS: What perplexes you about a particular passage? Try beginning, "I wonder why..." or "I'm 

having trouble understanding how..." or "It perplexes me that..." or "I was surprised when..." 

4. AGREE/DISAGREE: On what points, or about what issues, do you agree or disagree? Explain. Support. Argue 

your point. (In a sense, carry on a dialogue with the author) 

5. QUOTES: Write down striking words, images, phrases, or details.  Speculate about them. Why did the author 

choose them? What do they add to the story? Why did you notice them? Divide your notebook page in half and copy 
words from the text onto the left side; write your responses on the right. 

6. POINT OF VIEW: How does the author's attitude shape the way the writer presents the material?  

 

IV. Current Editorial/Commentary:  
     
    During the summer months, please read and become familiar with editorials/commentaries. 

 
           Questions to consider for comment:  
 Do you agree or disagree with the editorial’s viewpoints? Why? 

Did the editorial make you want to know more about the issue?  
Which arguments or points made by the author do not make sense to you and why? 
How does this editorial connect with other knowledge that you have from other sources? 
Anything else about which this editorial makes you think 

 

 Use at least three different publications during the summer months to allow for comparison/contrast of 
viewpoints.  

 

 Suggested newspapers/magazines: 
 The New York Times (US newspaper)  
 The Washington Post (US newspaper) 



 Time (US news magazine)  
 Newsweek (US news magazine) 
 The New Republic (US political mag.)  
 National Review (US political mag.) 
 The New Yorker (US ideas magazine)  
 The Atlantic (US ideas magazine)  
 Harper’s (US ideas magazine)  
 Mother Jones (US ideas magazine)  
 Slate.com (online ideas magazine) 

  
 

 

 

Journal Rubric 

A  Goes beyond requirements, superior, 
excellent effort evident 

 Excellent and appropriate details 
from text 

 Excellent demonstration of an 
understanding and appreciation of 
text 

 Excellent comprehension evident 

 Excellent insightful reference to 
literary devices and style 

 Excellent evidence of a wide variety 
of connections across text and with 
other reading 

 Excellent reflection of curiosity, 
thoughtful critical stance 

 Responses reflect both depth and 
breadth 

B   Meets all requirements, sufficient 
effort evident 

 Adequate number of responses 

 Responses include appropriate 
details from text 

 Sufficient demonstration of an 
understanding and appreciation of 
text 

 Sufficient evidence of 
comprehension 

 Sufficient reference to literary 
devices and stylistic features 

 Sufficient evidence of a wide variety 
of connections across text and with 
other reading 

 Sufficient reflection of curiosity and 
some critical stance 

 Responses reflect some attempt at 
depth beyond the literal 

C or below doesn’t meet all requirements 

 Insufficient effort evident 

 Inadequate number and quality of 
responses 

 Insufficient demonstration of an 
understanding and appreciation of 
text 

 Insufficient evidence of 
comprehension 

 Insufficient reference to literary 
devices and stylistic 

 Little evidence of thoughtful critical 
stance 

 Literal comments and questions 
only 

 Responses reflect little critical 
thinking,  

 Primarily a summary

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

What Parents/Guardians Need To Know  
 
Note: It is imperative that your student has access to a computer, most preferably with 
updated Microsoft Word software and internet access.  Please make access arrangements as 
you see fit.   
 
Since your child can potentially earn .04 elevated GPA and college credit, it is expected that they are 
mature enough to handle college-level texts, graphics, writings, discussions, and homework.  If you 
are concerned with a particular text or assignment, please call or email me directly for more 
information at teresaan@leeschools.net or 239-458-6690.  I encourage you to read along with your 
child when you have the time; it could lead to wonderful dinner table conversation!   
 
This AP course will develop students’ writing skills, problem-solving techniques, and study habits, 
preparing them for college academics.  In addition, taking rigorous AP courses demonstrates 
maturity, a willingness to be challenged intellectually, and a commitment to academic excellence, 
which will help in the college admissions process.   
 
Students will study subjects in greater depth and detail, and should expect to develop and support 
their own arguments and perspectives.   
 
Also, know that controversial subjects will be presented and discussed in a safe, educational, 
diplomatic, and fair environment.  All opinions matter and will be heard.   
 
All students are expected to: complete assignments and readings thoroughly by the deadline (without 
constant reminders), participate in classroom discussions, practice skills both in and out of school, 
and take the AP Exam during fourth quarter.   
 
By signing below, you and your child understand that AP course work is extensive, rigorous, and 
time-consuming.  Failure to complete the assignments outlined in the Summer Agenda does not 
justify nor necessitate a change of course schedule in the Fall Semester.  
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Teresa Nitting  
Ida S. Baker High School 
239-458-6690 
teresaan@leeschools.net  
 
 
 
________________________________________      _____________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature              Email address-please print clearly 
 
 
________________________________________      _____________________________ 
Student Signature               Email address-please print clearly 
 
Please return on the first day of class along with signed syllabus  

mailto:teresaan@leeschools.net
mailto:teresaan@leeschools.net

